
  

 

 

 

 

 

Councillor Millie Earl 

Civic Centre 

Bourne Avenue 

Bournemouth 

BH2 6DY 

3 November 2025 

Dear Councillor Earl, 

I am now writing to ask: what is the plan for the Plan for Play? 

The consultation closed at midnight on 24 August 2025, yet, as far as anyone can tell, there 

has been no update on the Council’s intentions to refurbish or replace play equipment. 

This three-month silence raises concern for three key reasons: 

First, the play consultation was already delayed because of issues affecting BCP Council’s 

flawed seafront paid parking consultation. When we met on 11 July, I restated the need to 

begin the play consultation without further delay. I wrote to you about this on 15 July, but did 

not receive a reply. 

I was assured on 11 July that the delayed start to the consultation would not result in a 

postponement to upgrades — that assurance does not hold true today. 

Second, the delayed start of the play consultation caused frustration. Having been told it 

would go ahead, I alerted hundreds of families to the start date so they could participate. 

When the consultation failed to launch as expected without any explanation from BCP 

Council, families were left in the dark. Since the consultation closed, the continued lack of 

communication has only deepened that uncertainty. 

Third, this silence follows unannounced removals of play equipment — such as in Kings 

Park — which I have raised with the Council. Such actions erode trust. 

I am passionate about playgrounds. As elected Chair of a cross-party All-Party Parliamentary 

Group on Play, supported by Play England, I have secured two parliamentary debates on the 

role of play. My first debate was the first on playgrounds in eight years and the longest in 

seventeen years—since the Government first announced a national playground strategy. I 

strongly urge you to move ahead with improvements to local play areas as promised. 

My Concerns About the Proposals 

I wish to restate my concerns about the future of the following playgrounds: 

1. Strouden Park 

2. Mallard Road 

3. Blackfield Road 

4. Cadnam Way 

5. Chesildene Avenue 

6. Gunville Crescent 

7. Stratton Road 



 

 

8. Rownhams Road 

9. Knowlton Gardens 

10. Noyce Gardens Skate 

11. Swansbury Drive 

12. Harewood Juniors 

13. Harewood Toddlers 

14. Boscombe Edwardian Gardens 

15. The Rookery 

BCP Council proposes to “repurpose” (in effect, close) these sites, and this is deeply 

upsetting the families who rely on them, many of whom I have met at the playgrounds they 

love. BCP Council could source philanthropic and business funding for these playgrounds. 

I am especially concerned about plans to close up to 13 playgrounds in Muscliff, Strouden 

Park, and Townsend, as I said in my Westminster Hall debate, “Playgrounds: Bournemouth 

East,” on 10 September 2025 — the second debate I have secured and led on playgrounds as 

a Member of Parliament, with the first being the longest in 8 years and first in 17 years. 

I therefore urge BCP Council to: 

1. Publish the consultation findings and the Council’s response without delay. 

2. Provide a timetable for decisions on sites awaiting additional funding and devise a 

strategy for sourcing this funding, including partnerships with non-state bodies. 

3. Reconsider BCP Council’s proposals to “repurpose” (in effect, close) playgrounds, 

prioritising refurbishment and community-led solutions wherever possible. 

4. Resource the development of “Friends of” playground groups to protect, sustain, and 

strengthen these community spaces in line with local needs and wishes. 

5. Put accessibility at the heart of all playground improvements. 

Playgrounds are vital for children’s physical, social, and emotional development and for 

building safe, inclusive communities. I’d welcome an update on how the council plans to 

proceed with this work, and when residents can expect progress. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Tom Hayes MP 

Member of Parliament for Bournemouth East 

 

 

 

 


